
"These attacks on us...will never stop
us from worshipping the Lord,
because the Christ in us is not

the church buildings they destroy."
~ Blessing Bulama, Nigerian believer

View the memorial service for
Pastor William Siraj on Facebook.
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PAKISTAN: Pastors Ambushed; One Fatally Wounded
Sources: Kross Konnection, Voice of America, The Express Tribune, CTV News, Barnabas Fund

Two pastors were leaving All Saints' Church in Peshawar, Pakistan,
together after the January 30th service when their car was
ambushed by gunmen riding a motorcycle. Pastor William Siraj was
fatally shot, and Pastor Patrick Naeem needed to be rushed to the
hospital where he was treated and then released.

At last report, police were expanding their search for the attackers,
though no one has claimed responsibility. Government leaders have
expressed their anger and determination to find those involved,
stating that "the Christian community will not be left alone."

The late Pastor William, a senior lay leader in the region, led worship
at three different Church of Pakistan parishes. Pastor Patrick, the
leader who miraculously survived the attack, serves as priest of All
Saints' Church. In 2013, this same church was the site of a suicide
attack that left more than 80 Christians dead (see this page).

Even in her grief, Pastor William's daughter was able to say, "I praise
God and am so proud that I am the daughter of a martyr and the wife
of a martyr too." Her husband happened to be one of the victims of the 2013 attack.

Please remember Pastor William's family and congregants as they mourn their loss, asking the Lord to continue comforting
them with His reassuring presence. Praise Him for helping these believers to process their grief with an eternal perspective,
mindful of the Scriptural truth that to be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord (2 Corinthians 5:8). Pray that
those responsible for this attack will be held to account, so they will realize the seriousness of their crimes and come to a
point of sincere repentance. May this situation provide an opportunity for the perpetrators, and many other citizens in
Pakistan, to discover the blessed hope that is found in Jesus Christ.

Ask the Lord to comfort His people
as they face ongoing threats.
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NIGERIA: Christians Murdered and Kidnapped by Islamic Militants
Sources: Release International, International Christian Concern, Church of the Brethren, Toronto Star

Christians in Nigeria are appealing for prayer after yet another series
of fatal attacks on their communities by militant Islamists. The
following two attacks in January are recurring examples of the
devastation that is being imposed on so many innocent people in
Nigeria, particularly those of the Christian population. For more
information on the relentless attacks on Christians in Nigeria, go to
our country report.

On January 11th, a group identified as Fulani militants attacked the
village of Ancha in Plateau State, killing 18 Christians. According to
witnesses, some of the attackers were wearing the uniform of the
Nigerian army. During the raid, 30 armed Nigerian soldiers had been
stationed to protect the town but stayed in their makeshift barracks,
doing nothing to prevent the burning of homes, the destruction of
vehicles, and the fatal wounding of villagers. When the attack was
over, more than 500 bullet casings were found littering the ground.



In a separate attack, assailants belonging to the Islamic State West
Africa Province, formerly known as Boko Haram, invaded Pemi village in the Chibok area of Borno State on January 20th. When the
attack ended, it was discovered that one person had been killed and 17 children were abducted. Furthermore, a church building in the
village was looted and burned, along with numerous shops and houses. During a Christmas Eve attack in 2020, this same church
was burned, resulting in the loss of at least seven people and the captivity of several others – including the pastor (read more).

According to Zakariya Musa, a spokesperson for the Church of the Brethren in Nigeria, villagers who fled in the face of the violence
have returned to their village but, as a result of the trauma, they are struggling with anxiety and fear. "Above all," he says of the
situation, "our sincere prayers are important, because the people, mostly farmers in the area, are not giving up on their ancestral
land, nor abandoning the communities despite incessant attacks."

Prayerfully uphold these victimized believers in your prayers as they grieve over the tragic loss of life, as well as the loss of
their homes and other practical belongings, asking the Lord to minister greatly needed comfort, peace and humanitarian aid
as they now work to rebuild their broken lives and communities. Also pray for the protection of the kidnapped children, in
hopes that all these precious youngsters will be returned safely to their families. May the Nigerian forces and governing
officials take necessary action to prevent future incidents such as these from occurring.
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AFGHANISTAN: Currently Ranked Most Dangerous Country for Christians
Sources: Open Doors, Religion News

Each year, the Open Doors international organization publishes a list
of the 50 countries where it is most difficult to follow Jesus. For the
past 20 years, North Korea has topped that list due to the oppressive
rule of the Kim dynasty (see the North Korea country report for more
details).

In the most recent report, which was published this January, a shift in
ranking has clearly taken place. Afghanistan is now at the top of the
list, designating it as the most dangerous country to be a Christian.
According to Open Doors, the change is not because of
improvements in North Korea. On the contrary, the level of
persecution in the so-called "Hermit Kingdom" has increased.
However, with the return of the Taliban to power, the already
oppressive nation of Afghanistan has become so dangerous for
Christians that it is now considered the most perilous nation in the
world.

While reports coming from Afghanistan are difficult to obtain these
days, due to the seriousness of the situation, we do know that many Christians have fled the country in recent months. Numerous
others have gone into hiding, as the names of these believers have been distributed among members of the terrorist group in order to
hunt them down. Previously published reports on the persecution of Christians in Afghanistan, including video interviews, are
available at our country report. To view the information recently published in this year's World Watch List, go to this page.

Please intercede on behalf of the many believers remaining in Afghanistan, asking that they be given the strength, help and
hope that's required to endure each new day. As these faithful followers of Christ endeavour to live honourably for Him in
this extremely dangerous nation, and raise their children accordingly, may their every decision be based on His wisdom and
guidance. For those who have fled the country, and forced to leave behind beloved family and friends, pray that they will
find places of refuge where they can serve as vibrant witnesses of the Gospel. Furthermore, pray for God's ongoing
ministry to the oppressed people of Afghanistan, so that – even in the midst of intense persecution – many more will have
their spiritual eyes opened to reality of the Risen Saviour and willingly accept Him into their hearts.
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