
"Whether he is dead or alive,
God is with him."

~ Susanna Koh, speaking of her abducted
husband, Pastor Raymond Koh
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INDIA: Church Buildings Destroyed by Militants
Sources: Christian Solidarity Worldwide, International Christian Concern, Agenzia Fides

In two separate incidents that took place on February 5th, church
buildings in India were destroyed by those opposed to Christian
ministry. One of the demolished churches was a Catholic place of
prayer and hospitality that is located near the city of Mangalore,
Karnataka; the other was a Protestant place of worship in the village
of Kistaram, Chhattisgarh. For previous reports addressing the
persecution of Christians in India, go to our country report.

St. Anthony's Holy Cross Center was built 40 years ago and served
as a gathering place for the Christian community in Mangalore, as
well as a means of ministry for disadvantaged families. Those
seeking asylum would find solace there. However, a group of militant
Hindus claimed that the structure was illegal and should be
destroyed.

In an attempt to resolve the dispute, a court hearing had been
scheduled for February 14th and an order was issued, stating that no
one could enter the building until an official decision was reached. Ignoring the pending court hearing, the opponents arrived with a
bulldozer on February 5th and proceeded to demolish the building. A police report has been filed by the church, referring to the
demolition as an "illegal action" that caused "discord in a peace-loving community."

In a village located within the state of Chhattisgarh, a church building had also been destroyed. Christians in Kistaram built the former
place of worship about five months ago. An estimated 100 people regularly attended prayer meetings and Bible studies in the
thatched-roof building. According to sources, the station house officer from the local police station, Bhavesh Shinde, visited the
church on February 3rd and demanded that the Christians stop holding prayer services. He threatened the church members by
warning that, if they continued to gather for prayer, he would falsely implicate them as Naxalites, a group of radical communist rebels
who are causing problems in various parts of India.

The next day, the station house officer called two villagers for a meeting at the police station, telling them to set the church building on
fire. When they refused, he threatened to accuse them of being Naxalites as well. At 3:00 a.m. the next morning, the building was
burned down. When church members met with the officer later that day, he allegedly smiled and warned that they would be sent to jail
if they prayed there again.

The officer has refused to file a police report on the incident. Delegates from the Chhattisgarh Christian Forum have filed a complaint
with the Director General of Police, asking for an investigation of the situation. The delegates have also met with the Human Rights
Commission and the Minorities Commission.

Pray that justice will prevail in both cases, asking the Lord to work within the hearts and minds of those in India who are
violently opposed to Christianity. May the station house officer and others responsible for the destruction of these
buildings be held accountable, in hopes they will come to understand the error of their ways. Pray that the resiliency of
Christians in the villages of Mangalore and Kistaram will continue to serve as unwavering examples of God's love and
grace, despite the great injustices they have experienced. Finally, pray that the leaders of both churches will receive
wisdom so they may discern the best way to move forward, as well as the resources required to rebuild their worship
facilities.
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NIGERIA: Invasion of Christian Residence Results in Abduction and Fatality
Sources: Vatican News, Barnabas Fund, Christian Solidarity Worldwide

On the night of February 6th, armed assailants entered the parish
residence of St. Monica's Catholic Church in the Ikulu Pari Parish of
Kaduna State. During the invasion, a kitchen chef named Sati Musa
was killed; and the parish priest, Joseph Danjuma Shekari, was
abducted – the latter incident presumably motivated by the
perpetrators for the purpose of demanding ransom.

We are grateful to report that Rev. Joseph Shekari was safely
released the next evening. The diocese thanked all who offered
prayers on his behalf, yet has requested prayer for the family of the
deceased chef. According to the Kaduna chapter of the Christian
Association of Nigeria, more than 18 Christian leaders have been
abducted for ransom in the state over the past two years. To learn
more about the suffering of Christians in Nigeria, and/or to review
previously posted reports, go to our country report.

While we give thanks to the Lord that Rev. Shekari has been
safely released, please join us in praying on behalf of Sati's family and friends who are grieving over their sudden loss. May
God fill them with His comfort and peace during this time of mourning. Pray that a resolution will be found to the ongoing
challenges in Nigeria, so peace can abound throughout the nation and all of Nigeria's Christians will be free to practise their
faith without fear of attack or any other form of persecution.

REPORT UPDATE

Pastor Raymond Koh

MALAYSIA: Fifth Anniversary of Pastor Raymond Koh's Disappearance
Sources: The Voice of the Martyrs Korea, Release International, Mission Network News

On February 13th, 2017, surveillance cameras captured Pastor
Raymond Koh being forced to bring his vehicle to a sudden stop
before masked men abducted him in an operation that appeared to
be executed with military precision. The abducted pastor has not
been seen nor heard from since the incident. Under suspicion of
state police for attempting to convert ethnic Malays to Christianity,
Pastor Raymond and his wife Susanna received death threats prior
to the incident.

In 2019, a report released by the Human Rights Commission of
Malaysia placed the blame of the pastor's disappearance on a
division of the state police. A specialized governmental task force
was formed in 2020. However, according to the human rights group
Civicus, all information on the kidnapping has been sealed, with
claims that releasing the documents would be against national
interest. For more on this case, go to VOMCanada.com/raymond-
koh.htm. The abduction, which was captured on video, can be viewed at VOMCanada.com/raymond.htm.

Every year on February 13th, the anniversary of Pastor Raymond's disappearance, a vigil has been held in Kuala Lumpur, reminding
people to pray for him and continue holding the authorities accountable. At this year's event, Susanna shared that "whether he is
dead or alive, God is with him." She further stated that if her husband happens to be dead, she thanks his kidnappers for "giving him
the privilege and honour to die as a martyr."

Please prayerfully remember Pastor Raymond's family as they still must deal with the uncertainty of his whereabouts. May
God's comfort and strength continue to sustain them. Pray that the truth will be revealed, and that those responsible for
Pastor Raymond's abduction will be held accountable. Continue to pray that wisdom, courage and fortitude will be granted
to our Christian brothers and sisters in Malaysia, a nation in which sharing the Gospel remains very difficult and dangerous.
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