
"If the world hates you, know that
it has hated Me before it hated you.

If you were of the world, the world would
love you as its own; but because you are
not of the world, but I chose you out of

the world, therefore the world hates you."
~ John 15:18-19 ESV
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INDIA: Pastor Beaten Over Conversion Allegations
Sources: Times of India, The Hindu, Scroll.in, ThePrint, The Christian Post

On the morning of February 25th, Pastor Kelom Kalyan Tet was
returning from visiting a friend when he was accosted on a street in
South Delhi by a mob. Accusing the pastor of illegal conversion
activities, they began to beat him. The assailants took his bag, which
contained his phone, papers and Bible, and tied him to a road divider
at a busy intersection. They continued to abuse him, beating him and
tearing his clothes while forcing him to chant "Jai Shri Ram," a Hindu
slogan of devotion.

While some specific details are unclear, Pastor Kelom was eventually
able to get free and hide from his attackers. He later gained the
courage to approach the police and file an official complaint on
February 27th. The authorities are collecting security footage to
verify the events.

Allegations of forcible religious conversions are frequently used
against Christians in India. In recent state elections, the Hindu
nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) won in four out of the five
states that went to the polls. Some Christians are concerned that these results will be seen as an endorsement of the anti-minority
stance adopted by the BJP. To learn more about the ongoing persecution of Christians in India, go to our country report.

Please pray that Pastor Kelom will experience full recovery of health, as well as emotional healing from the trauma of the
incident. May those responsible for the attack be held accountable for their actions. Ask God to strengthen Christians
throughout India so they will continue to stand firm in their faith, sharing the Good News of His salvation with those around
them.

Ask God to make His comforting presence
known to Sri Lankan believers.
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SRI LANKA: Mob Demanded Christians to Stop Worship
Sources: NCEASL, International Christian Concern

In the late afternoon of Sunday, March 6th, a large mob consisting of
approximately 600 people, including about 60 Buddhist monks,
forced their way into the Mercy Gate Chapel in Amalgama, Sri
Lanka. The mob demanded that all religious activities of the church
cease immediately and mandated the place of worship be closed.
The aggressors also threatened the life of the pastor if he continued
to lead worship services. In the midst of the confrontation, one of the
church members was injured but released from hospital the next day.

During the incident, around 20 police officers were present, including
the Officer in Charge (OIC). The officers informed the monks that
there was no legal basis for a forceful closure of the church since
that decision would require a legal order. The mob refused to leave,
however, and demanded that they be allowed to inspect the interior
of the building. After being assured that no damage would be done,
the pastor allowed four of the monks to enter the church.



During the inspection, the OIC and accompanying monks questioned the pastor about the Christian activities taking place at the 
church facility. Following this meeting, the monks informed the mob that it was not a legitimate church. Thankfully, the crowd 
dispersed shortly after. A police report has since been filed, including a complaint against the mob harassment and the monks who 
orchestrated the intrusion. At last report, the police are apparently looking into the matter.

Praise God that no damages had been made by the mob to the church building and that limited injuries took place during 
the volatile gathering. Further, thank Him for intervening by guiding the officers in their attempts to diffuse the anger of the 
mob. Pray that there will be no more animosity expressed towards the pastor or the church members, allowing these 
believers to attend worship services in peace.

REPORT UPDATE
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IRAN: Retrial Request Denied
Sources: Article 18, Barnabas Fund

Last month, it was reported that the prison sentence for Naser
Navard Gol-Tapeh was to be reviewed by the Supreme Court of Iran
(read more). Naser was convicted in 2017 and sentenced to ten
years in prison for allegedly "acting against national security through
the formation and establishment of an illegal church organization in
his home."

In a disappointing turn of events, however, the Supreme Court ruled
on February 19th that the request for a retrial would be summarily
dismissed. The decision was not communicated to Naser's family
until March 1st. Reacting to the judgement, Naser's lawyer stated,
"Unfortunately, the branches of the Supreme Court issue verdicts in
an arbitrary way, without considering the rights of the accused."

Naser is being held in Evin Prison, which is notorious for prolonged
interrogations and the abusive treatment of inmates. During the past
five years of his imprisonment, the Christian man has written several
letters. In one dated November 2019, he was able to write, "I hope
that Christ's love will spread through the voice of imprisoned Christians throughout the world."

Prayerfully remember Naser and his family as they face the ramifications of this frustrating news. May they not become
disheartened but rather be further encouraged to continue reaching out in a way that will draw people to an understanding
of God's sacrificial love for them. Uphold the many followers of Christ who are presently serving time in Iranian prisons,
asking Him to increase their strength and courage so they can hold firmly on to their faith, no matter the cost.

The "Persecution & Prayer Alert" is a ministry of: 
The Voice of the Martyrs Canada, P.O. Box 608, Streetsville, Ontario, L5M 2C1 Tel. 

(905) 670-9721  Website: www.vomcanada.com 


