
"I weep for my people!
O Lord, arise and let our
enemies be scattered!"

~ Nigerian survivor Mercy Waziri
quoting from Psalm 68:1

NIGERIA: Multiple Attacks on Christian Villages
Sources: Religious Liberty Prayer Bulletin, Morning Star News, Release International, Nigerian Tribune

The Nigerian state of Kaduna experienced multiple attacks
on predominantly Christian villages between March 17th and
March 24th. Due to the nature of these recent attacks, the
exact number of victims is not yet clear, but survivors
estimate that over 80 villagers were killed and approximately
150 others kidnapped.

On March 17th, Fulani militants attacked the village of
Agunu Dutse, storming into the village during the middle of
the night and shooting indiscriminately. While there were no
reports of deaths from that attack, at least one villager was
wounded and an estimated 46 others were abducted.

Three days after the March 17th incident, militants attacked
four villages in the Kagoro area of southeast Kaduna on A burned home in Kagoro, Kaduna State.
March 20th. At least 32 people have been confirmed dead Photo: Gideon Agwom Mutum via Morning Star News
and 200 houses were destroyed. During the invasion, the
attackers looted buildings, killed villagers and torched homes. The militants were said to be armed with sophisticated 
weaponry. Kagoro is considered the centre of Christianity in southern Kaduna.

Later that same week, an estimated 50 Christians were killed and 100 others abducted when terrorists attacked ten 
communities in the Giwa area during the night of March 24th. This time, they burned stores, homes and a church building, 
kidnapping a Catholic priest in the process. The attacks continued the next morning. As residents returned to collect the 
bodies of the victims, the militants shot at them. Following the attacks, a resident described the situation by lamenting that 
"Giwa Local Government Area of Kaduna State is bleeding."

The constant violence has severely impacted those remaining in the area. More than once, survivors stated, "This is too 
much for us." Another asked, "Is this a war declared against Christians?" While members of the government, army and 
police speak against the attacks, little appears to be done. Rev. John Joseph Hayab, who serves as the chair of the Kaduna 
chapter for the Christian Association of Nigeria, stated that the government's response is usually media rhetoric with little 
concrete action. He declared that "the government's usual media condemnation whenever there is havoc is not good 
enough." For more reports addressing the extreme difficulties facing Christians in Nigeria, go to our country report.

Please lift up these suffering Christians in your prayers. Also uphold the many villagers who are now mourning the 
loss of their deceased family members and friends. Pray for God's protection over the lives of those who have been 
kidnapped, asking that they be safely returned to their communities. May the hearts of the perpetrators be strongly 
convicted, leading them to sincere repentance for their crimes against humanity – and ultimately to salvation and 
transformation through the saving power of Christ. In the meantime, pray that governmental leaders will take the 
necessary actions to cease the havoc that's presently reigning in Kaduna State, along with other areas of great 
concern in Nigeria.

https://www.vomcanada.com/nigeria.htm


Prison officials continue to hold detainees in
cramped, unsanitary shipping containers.
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ERITREA: Christians Arrested During Prayer Meeting
Source: Church in Chains

In mid-March, 29 evangelical Christians were arrested when
Eritrean security forces raided a home prayer meeting in
Asmara. According to reports, 17 women and 12 men were
taken to the Mai Serwa prison camp on the outskirts of the
capital city.

It is unknown what precipitated this attack. Since worship
outside of government-recognized churches is illegal, most
gatherings take place in private homes. However, each
residential area is known to have government spies who
report "unusual activities" to the authorities. The believers
have not been formally charged and it is unknown at this
point if they will be.

Over the years, Christians in Eritrea have been held
indefinitely without charges, sometimes for weeks. There
are also numerous cases in which people have been held
for several years without charge. Compounding the unjust
treatment of Eritrean citizens – many of them reputed as good standing and well-educated Christian leaders, conditions at 
the notorious Mai Serwa prison are noted to be overcrowded, unsanitary, and subjected to the country's harsh climate.

While addressing the inhumane treatment of Eritrea's prisoners, Amnesty International stated in 2020 that "no one should be 
held in conditions that can have disastrous consequences on their mental and physical health." The Amnesty report recounts 
numerous abuses, including the use of metal shipping containers – where beds and mattresses are not allowed – to hold 
detainees, forcing them to take turns sleeping on bare floors. For further information on the injustices being experienced by 
Eritrea's Christians, and/or to review previously published reports, go to our country report.

As you intercede for the needs of the persecuted, please remember these recently arrested Christians, as well as 
the many other believers who are currently being held in Eritrean prisons because of their unwavering allegiance to 
Christ. May these suffering followers of Jesus have opportunities to encourage one another to remain strong in 
their faith and to share the blessed eternal hope they have in Him with other prisoners. Furthermore, pray for their 
soon release so they can be reunited with their families.

The abductions of Christian girls and women in Pakistan have been increasing. Frequently, the kidnapped victims are 
subjected to forced conversion to Islam and marriage to their kidnappers, or they are sold into marriage. For more 
information, or to read about other similar cases of persecution, go to our country report.

PAKISTAN: Two Teenage Girls Recently Kidnapped
Sources: CLAAS UK, Pak Christian News

After more than two weeks of apparent investigative
searching, police have been unable to find two Christian
girls who were kidnapped on March 7th from the Christian
colony of Ghaziabad Aorangi Town which is located within
the capital city of Karachi. A Christian lawyer involved in the
case stated that, because the girls are Christians and their
families are poor, the police have shown little interest in
finding them. She asserted, "Police often side with the
criminals, while courts bring Sharia law into consideration
and decide these cases in favour of the kidnappers."

Merab Mohsin was on her way home from school when she
disappeared. The same day, Mariam David was kidnapped
off the street. While charges have been laid against
Muhammad Noman, and three accomplices have also been
arrested, the teenage girls have still not been located.

https://www.vomcanada.com/pakistan.htm
https://www.vomcanada.com/eritrea.htm


Pray for the safety of Merab and Mariam, asking the Lord to provide them divine protection and a miraculous 
rescue from captivity. Please also pray that the families of both girls will receive greatly needed encouragement 
and strength during this time of uncertainty. Finally, may God touch the hearts and minds of the kidnappers, as 
well as the authorities, leading them to ensure the safe return of these young women – and others remaining in 
captivity –to their concerned families.
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