
"Fear not, for I am with you;
be not dismayed, for I am your God;
I will strengthen you, I will help you,

I will uphold you with My righteous right hand."
~ Isaiah 41:10 ESV

IRAN: Christian Woman Now Facing Two-Year Sentence
Sources: Middle East Concern, IranWire, Article18, NCR Iran

In July 2021, Fariba Dalir was arrested along with five other
Christian converts, including her husband-to-be, Soroush.
While awaiting trial, all six believers were ultimately released
on bail – Fariba on November 18th and the others in
October. While out on bail, Fariba and Soroush were
married.

On December 4th, the courts convicted Fariba to five years
in prison for "acting against national security by establishing
and leading an evangelical Christian church." Soroush and
three others were sentenced to ten months in prison for their
membership with the church. Thankfully, Fariba's sentence
was later reduced to two years and the others were released
with a fine due to the prison time they had by then already
served.

On April 16th, Fariba turned herself in to the authorities at Tehran's notorious Evin Prison to begin her two-year sentence.
This prison is infamous for the mistreatment of inmates by guards and other prisoners. For more information on the
persecution of Christians in Iran, and/or to review previous reports, go to our country report.

Please uphold Fariba in your prayers as she begins serving the amended sentence time in custody. Pray that the
Lord will provide her ongoing protection and encouragement, along with the assurance of His abiding presence.
Also prayerfully lift up Soroush during the couple's difficult time of separation, as well as other family members and
friends who are trying to support Fariba from outside the prison. Continue to remember the many other Iranian
Christians who are presently imprisoned for their faith in Jesus.

PAKISTAN: Two Slain During Attack on Pastor's Family
Source: Mission Network News

Pastor Adam has faced repeated death threats because of
his ministry work among Pakistani Christians who have
converted from a Muslim background. During Ramadan,
Islamic zeal runs particularly high, which can lead to
religiously motivated violence by militants. Such was the
case on the night of April 11th.

As is commonly done in Pakistan, Pastor Adam and his wife
shared a home with many members of their extended family.
On the night of the attack, the perpetrators broke into the
home and entered the first bedroom they came across.
There, they murdered Pastor Adam's sister and her husband
before fleeing the home.

The rest of Pastor Adam's family have fled to another city for
their protection. At this time, they do not consider it safe to



return in order to retrieve their belongings or even bury the bodies of their deceased loved ones. For further reports
addressing the suffering taking place among Pakistan's Christians, go to our country report.

Pray for the protection of Pastor Adam and his family. May they find peace in the midst of this troubling situation.
Pray that those responsible for this attack would not only be brought to justice but that they would also come under
the conviction of God's Holy Spirit, leading them to sincere repentance for their actions – and ultimately to salvation
through Jesus Christ. Also prayerfully remember the Christians remaining in the village who were being discipled
by Pastor Adam prior to the incident.

MYANMAR: Churches Raided by Military Troops
Sources: Christian Solidarity Worldwide, UCA News, AsiaNews, International Christian Concern

Two churches in Myanmar recently encountered raids from
military troops. Since the coup d'état in February 2021,
religious minorities have faced renewed violence at the
hands of military members. For additional information on the
various offences experienced by our Christian brothers and
sisters in Myanmar, go to our country report.

In the early morning of April 10th, members of St. Joseph's
Catholic Church in the village of Sharge were preparing food
for their Palm Sunday celebrations, which were scheduled to
take place later that day. At around 3 a.m., troops raided the
church and detained 13 people, including the assistant
parish priest. For several hours, those who were detained
faced questioning before being released. However, at last
report, the young priest remains in custody. Church officials
have since been negotiating with the military for his release.

Two days earlier, on April 8th, an estimated 40 soldiers stormed the Sacred Heart Cathedral in Mandalay and detained the
congregation for three hours during a Lenten prayer service. Archbishop Marco Win Tin, together with approximately 20
priests and other church officials, were detained as soldiers searched the premises for weapons, gold and money – items
that they believed were being used to aid rebels who opposed the military junta.

Despite denials from members of the church, the soldiers continued to search throughout the building but found nothing.
Nevertheless, 30 troops remained inside the cathedral overnight. Thankfully, no one was injured during the raid, but those
detained were understandably very shaken by the ordeal.

Please pray that the congregants and church leaders affected by both recently occurring raids will receive needed
comfort and peace. Also pray that the detained priest would soon be granted release. May God's Holy Spirit work
mightily throughout the country of Myanmar in the following ways: 1) by guiding the nation's leaders to establish a
government that will provide freedom and protection for all citizens; and 2) by revealing His plan of eternal salvation
to spiritual seekers who are receptive to the message of the Gospel.
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