
"You are the light of the world.
A city set on a hill cannot be hidden....

Let your light shine before others, so that
they may see your good works and give
glory to your Father who is in heaven."

~ Matthew 5:14,16 ESV
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CHINA: Baptismal Leads to Further Harassment
Sources: ChinaAid, Church in Chains

For several months, six believers at the Shenzhen Trinity
Harvest Gospel Church took classes leading up to their baptism.
On September 5th, 2021, the Christians – along with Pastor
Mao Zhibin and other church members – drove to a beach in
Huizhou to celebrate the church's anniversary. However, some
of the believers were tracked by police, who closed the beach
before they could gather.

To avoid a repeat of the September situation, the believers
drove for two hours on April 16th to a remote beach in a different
city where they could perform the baptismal service. While the
celebration was thankfully uninterrupted by the authorities,
shortly afterwards someone posted pictures and videos of the
event to WeChat. Within 30 minutes, Pastor Mao received a
phone call at the restaurant where he and the church members
were having lunch, asking him to verify his identity. Several
minutes later, police arrived at the restaurant. Under the guise of COVID-19 restrictions, the authorities checked the
Christians' identifications and even conducted a facial recognition scan. The pastor was surprised that an officer already had
access to the baptismal videos on his cell phone.

The Shenzhen Trinity Harvest Gospel Church is a relatively young church that has attracted the attention of governing
authorities over the past five years since its inception. They have been the victims of numerous police raids and arrests
during the past year.

When speaking about the recent baptismal service, Pastor Mao expressed his surprise at how quickly the authorities found
the photos and took action. "It was truly impressive," he remarked. "However, God is still in control. We just need to trust Him
and follow Him." For further information on the challenges facing China's Christians, go to our country report.

Praise God that there were no arrests nor further actions taken against Pastor Mao and the church members who
attended the baptismal service. Pray that these followers of Jesus will continue to be emboldened by the Holy Spirit
so they can further spread the Gospel, despite opposition from Chinese authorities. May the newly baptized
believers be strengthened in their faith and encouraged to "grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ" (2 Peter 3:18 ESV).

SUDAN: Pastor Sentenced for Allegedly "Disturbing 
the Peace"
Sources: Middle East Concern, Christian Solidarity Worldwide

On April 3rd, members of a church in Gezira State, Sudan, were beginning to 
gather together for worship when Islamic militants prevented the believers from 
entering the building. The Christians were, however, able to assemble in the 
yard outside the building for prayer. When the believers attempted to gather for 
worship the following week, the attackers again disrupted the worship service. 
During the second incident, Pastor Estefanos was struck by the militants and 
then dragged from the building where he was further beaten. Three Christian Photo: VOM



women were also injured during the attack.

One of the militants involved in the conflict was a local police officer, who later lodged a complaint against Pastor Estefanos 
for "disturbing the peace." A court hearing on April 25th claimed that both the pastor and his primary assailant, Ibrahim Kodi, 
were guilty. As a result, the two men were sentenced to one month in prison.

In previous instances, church members were prevented from accessing the facility, which is owned by the Catholic church but

used with permission by several Christian denominations and organizations. On February 21st, two church leaders were 
arrested under allegations that they were not allowed to use the building, even though leaders of the neighbourhood 
committee had given them access. Community leaders have attempted to prevent any religious use of the building due to 
disputes between Muslims and Christians. To learn more about the persecution of believers in Sudan, go to our country 
report.

Pray that God will comfort, encourage and protect Pastor Estefanos during his time of incarceration. May the Lord 
mightily intervene in this ongoing situation, bringing peace to the community and tearing down the walls of hostility 
between differing factions. Further, please pray that Christians in Sudan will serve as vibrant testimonies of God's 
saving grace among those in need of Christ throughout the region.

REPORT UPDATE

Elder Zhang Chunlei (left) with his wife,
along with Pastor Wang Yi and his wife.
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CHINA: Elder Zhang's Lawyer Forbidden Visitation
Source: ChinaAid

On the morning of March 16th, 2021, public security officers
raided the Renai Reformed Church in Guiyang, taking more than
ten Christians into custody. After hearing about the raid, the
church's leader, Elder Zhang Chunlei, went to the police station
to negotiate but was detained by the authorities. (For additional
information, see this page.)

More than a year later, Elder Zhang remains in detention, and
yet access to his lawyer has been seriously restricted. Requests
have been denied several times. The last time he was able to
see his lawyer was on January 5th. During the most recent
attempt, the lawyer applied for a March 31st visit with the church
leader, but this request was also rejected by the courts.

According to his wife, Yang Aiqing, Elder Zhang was at peace
during the January visit. He sang hymns and asked his lawyer to
send greetings to fellow Christians of the church. Since the
lawyer has been unable to meet with a judge or receive a notice of formal accusation against his client, the date for a trial
remains unknown.

Pray for continued peace and strength on behalf of Elder Zhang as he faces the uncertainty of potential sentencing.
As he awaits trial, may he be greatly encouraged by the assurance of the Holy Spirit's presence with him. Ask the
Lord to also provide emotional and spiritual support to his wife Yang and other members of their family and church
community during this time of separation. Finally, please pray that the courts will grant Elder Zhang proper legal

   
The "Persecution & Prayer Alert" is a ministry of: 

The Voice of the Martyrs Canada, P.O. Box 608, Streetsville, Ontario, L5M 2C
Tel. (905) 670-9721  Website: www.vomcanada.com 

representation through the mediation of his lawyer, resulting in a favourable outcome and the soon release of this
faithful follower of Jesus.




