
"You cannot parcel out
freedom in pieces because
freedom is all or nothing."

~ Tertullian (A.D. 160-220)

Christianity was once a predominant influence
in Libya, as seen in the Basilica of Justinian.
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LIBYA: Threats in the Midst of Renewed Church Growth
Sources: Mission Network News, Amnesty International

Once an active centre of Christianity during the days of the
early church, Libya is now known as an epicentre of
persecution that's so extreme, there are few believers today
remaining in the country. According to some reports,
however, the number of Christ-followers is again starting to
grow, despite increasing opposition from governmental
leaders and families. For more information, go to our
country report.

During the first few months of 2022, Libyan authorities
arrested several young men under the guise of protecting
"Libyan and Islamic values." Responding with apparent
duress, these detainees eventually confessed to an alleged
contempt for Islam and communicating with foreign
organizations. Other believers have reportedly gone into
hiding after facing threats on social media.

In one recent incident, a young Christian boy was stabbed
by his uncle, surviving only because a friend had swiftly intervened. Following the incident, the boy was forced by his family
to practise Islam.

Praise God for reports indicating that more Libyans are coming to faith in Christ. Pray that these new believers will
seek His strength to stand firm in the midst of opposition, and that they will receive the right words to say as they
respond to accusations and threats. Ask the Lord to also provide help, courage and comfort to the many other
Christians who are likewise being oppressed, whether by court officials or members of their own families. May God
grant all of His persecuted followers wisdom as they seek to gather together for worship and endeavour to reach
out to those around them with the Gospel message.

Ask God to give believers wisdom and strength in
the ongoing struggles they face due to terrorism.

NIGERIA: Attacks Against Christians Expand to a New State
Sources: Release International, Al Jazeera, Reuters, Morning Star News, Vanguard

An explosion rocked a market in Isware, Nigeria, on April
19th, killing six people and injuring more than a dozen. In a
statement issued the next day, the Islamic State West Africa
Province (ISWAP) claimed responsibility, stating that the
attack was intended to target "a gathering of infidel
Christians."

A few days later, 11 people were injured when another blast
hit the state capital of Jalingo on April 22nd. Most of those
injured were between 11 and 18 years of age. ISWAP also
claimed responsibility for that attack. These recent incidents
mark the first time Islamic militants have carried out attacks
in the Nigerian state of Taraba.

The spread of terrorist activity raises concerns for Christians
in areas of Nigeria that have not previously been targeted by



militant Islamic groups. To view further reports on the ongoing violence against Christians in Nigeria, including informative
video discussions, go to our country report.

Pray for the physical and emotional healing of all who were injured in these recent attacks, and for God's comfort to
be tangibly known by the families of victims who have tragically lost their lives. May the perpetrators responsible
for the attacks come to the realization of God's tremendous love for them, as well as His desire to extend mercy and
saving grace. Pray that the governing authorities will increase their efforts to stop the harm and destruction caused
by militant members of Nigeria's diverse Islamic groups, thwarting the offenders' fight for control of this troubled
nation.

REPORT UPDATE
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SUDAN: Couple's Christian Marriage Considered Legally Adulterous
Sources: ADF International, Church in Chains, Morning Star News, Mission Network News, Al Jazeera

A married Christian couple in Sudan are currently on trial
and, if convicted, could face 100 lashes, along with
expulsion from the area. Hamouda and Nada were charged
with adultery after a court ruled that their marriage was not
valid. A hearing on their case is scheduled for May 12th.
(For more details leading up to the current trial, see this
story.) The Christian couple has been facing increasing
pressure and threats, in particular from Nada's brother, who
initiated the original charges against them.

Six months ago, a military coup overthrew the transitional
government, which had been working towards the
establishment of civilian rule and the advancement of
religious freedom. Since the recent takeover, leaders from
the country's former dictatorship government ruled by Omar
al-Bashir have been reinstated, bringing closer ties to the
militant Muslim Brotherhood organization. As pressure
mounts to enshrine Sharia laws throughout the country, the resulting persecution of Christians has been increasing. For
further reports on such cases of persecution in Sudan, go to our country report.

Continue to prayerfully remember Sudanese Christians who are experiencing increasing harassment and
persecution because of their faith in Jesus. Pray that the courts will rule equitably for Hamouda and Nada. May God
personally intervene on behalf of the accused couple during their interactions with family members and court
officials – granting them the strength to forgive their persecutors and filling them with peace, wisdom and the
courage to share the overcoming hope they have in Christ.
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