
"Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies
and God of all comfort, who comforts us

in all our affliction, so that we may be
able to comfort those who are in any
affliction, with the comfort with which
we ourselves are comforted by God."

~ 2 Corinthians 1:3-4 ESV

NIGERIA: Dozens Slain in Recent Church Attack
Sources: BBC, Al Jazeera, Nigerian Tribune

Hundreds of Christians were gathered to celebrate
Pentecost Sunday at the St. Francis Catholic Church in
Owo, Nigeria, on June 5th when the service was disrupted
by gunshots and explosions. As worshippers attempted to
flee the building, gunmen shot them down, both inside and
outside the building. When the bloodshed was complete,
dozens lay dead – including children. Surviving victims were
rushed to the hospital with injuries. It is believed that the
number of fatalities could reach as high as 100.

Those who were unable to escape the building hid in silence
while gunmen searched for remaining worshippers. The
attack continued for more than 20 minutes before the
assailants fled in a stolen car. The identities and motives of
the perpetrators are unclear, as no group has claimed
responsibility, though some reports have suggested that
Fulani herdsmen may be to blame. Witnesses from outside the church building claim that four men were seen entering and
leaving the facility around the time of the attack.

The violence was unexpected, since the town of Owo is in the southwestern state of Ondo – an area of Nigeria generally left
free from the carnage typically experienced in other parts of the country. Politicians have widely condemned the attack. The
country's vice president, Yemi Osinbajo, termed it "inconceivable wickedness," while the state governor, Rotimi Ageredolu,
described it as "vile and satanic."

Recently, Greg Musselman from The Voice of the Martyrs Canada spoke with human rights lawyer Emmanuel Ogebe about
the ongoing violence inflicted on Christians in Nigeria. To view this informative interview, go to VOMCanada.com/video
/ogebe.

Prayerfully lift up all of the believers who have been affected by this recent attack – including families grieving over
the loss of their loved ones, surviving injured victims, as well as those who managed to escape. Pray that the "God
of all comfort" (2 Corinthians 1:3) will minister greatly needed care and emotional healing to each one as they recover
from the trauma. May the perpetrators responsible for this attack be held accountable. More importantly, may they
come to realize their need for the forgiveness and grace made available to them through Jesus Christ. Additionally,
pray that Nigeria's governing authorities will actively pursue justice on behalf of our Christian brothers and sisters
throughout the country.
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INDIA: Church Sealed Over Conversion Allegations
Sources: UCA News, Times of India, Hindustan Times, Indian Times

Christians in the village of Geltua, which is located in Odisha
State, are questioning the sealing of their church building
after authorities issued a mandate on May 17th ordering the
believers to stop gathering for worship. According to one
official named Manoj Patra, complaints had been filed by
Bajrang Dal members claiming that the church was involved
in illegally converting others of their tribal community to
Christianity.

When addressing the allegations, a local tribal Christian
named Phulamani Munda stated: "We are just praying
peacefully in the church. We believe in Jesus and follow the
path of Jesus. I don't understand why the church was
sealed." This was the only church within the community
where approximately 100 people were gathering each week
to pray.

The mandate was imposed under Section 144, which is an emergency provision to maintain order "in urgent cases of
nuisance or apprehended danger." Under the order, no more than three people will be allowed to assemble at the church
building. For more information on the persecution facing Christians in India, go to our country report.

Ask the Lord to grant the accused Christians in Geltua wisdom and direction as they now determine the best ways
to walk in obedience to Christ, fulfilling their mission to each other and the community members around them. May
those responsible for implementing this order come to understand the unreasonableness of their accusations and,
therefore, rescind the legal action against the church so believers can resume worshipping in peace and harmony.
Also pray that the message of the Gospel will continue to reach many more in the village and beyond.

REPORT UPDATE
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CHINA: Families Appreciate Prayers for Imprisoned Elders
Source: ChinaAid

On May 31st, Elder Hao Ming was finally able to visit with
his lawyer, more than six months after his initial arrest. Elder
Hao had been arrested on November 17th when police
raided the Early Rain Qingcaodi Church. (See this report for
details on the original case.) The visit took place at the
Deyang City Detention Centre in China's Sichuan province.

According to Elder Hao's wife, Yang Yufeng, the retired
pastor is in very poor health and, without needed medical
treatment, his life may be at risk. However, because the
detention centre has been locked down due to COVID-19,
Elder Hao is not allowed to leave the premises to obtain
treatment. In a social media post, Yang asked for prayer that
God would move the authorities to release him or allow bail
in order that he might receive the necessary treatment.

Elder Wu Jiannan, who was arrested at the same time as
Elder Hao, is also awaiting trial from the Deyang City Procuratorate. Elder Wu's wife, Cui Yanqin, posted an update on social
media, thanking Christians for their prayers. Cui is able to report that, though her husband has lost a lot of weight, he
remains joyful.

Pray that justice will come quickly for these two imprisoned church leaders, resulting in their soon release. In
particular, pray that Elder Hao will be able to receive the medical treatment he so desperately needs. Ask the Lord to
provide both Elder Hao and Elder Wu, as well as their concerned family members, protection, strength and the
comforting assurance of His abiding presence with them. Praise God that, even in the midst of imprisonment, there
can be rejoicing because of His ongoing faithfulness.
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