
"But even if you should suffer for 
righteousness' sake, you will be blessed. 
Have no fear of them, nor be troubled." ~ 

1 Peter 3:14 ESV
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FRENCH GUIANA: Pastor Fatally Shot and Church Burned
Sources: CNEF, Evangelical Focus, The Christian Post

French Guiana is an overseas region of France located in
northern South America. On the night of May 3rd, the pastor of
the Gado Lobi church in Saint-Laurent du Maroni was shot and
killed and at least seven other people were injured. A few
hours later, the church building was burned to the ground.

Pastor A. Kalloe, a member of the Guiana branch of the
National Council of Evangelicals in France (CNEF), had met
with a delegation from France the day before the attack. During
the meeting, the council members discussed the
implementation of recent French legislation which has been
considered by some as a violation of religious rights in that,
among other things, the law restricts the wearing of religious
symbols by government employees.

The motive behind the attacks, and whether there was a
connection with the meeting held on the previous day, currently
remains unknown. Pastor Kalloe had been actively involved in the community and with his church family. A local politician,
Lénaïck Adam, referred to the pastor as "a man of faith." He further expressed his thoughts by saying, "I honour his memory
and offer my sincere condolences to his family. I wish the injured a speedy recovery. May the perpetrators be quickly found."

Prayerfully remember the family and friends of Pastor Kalloe as they grieve the loss of this respected church leader.
Also uphold the injured survivors of the attack as they recover both physically and emotionally from the trauma. May
all the members of the destroyed church, who are not only left without a leader but also a place of worship, experience
the sovereign guidance of the Holy Spirit as they seek to establish God's plans for future ministry in their community –
including His continued work through the church's evangelistic outreaches.

REPORT UPDATES

PAKISTAN: Death Sentences Upheld for Alleged Blog Posts
Sources: CLAAS, The Hindu, ACLJ, USCIRF, Gatestone Institute

In 2014, two Pakistani brothers, Qaisar and Amoon Ayub, were
arrested and accused of blasphemy for posting online material
– allegations that go back to 2009. In 2018, both Christian men
were found guilty and subsequently sentenced to death (see
this report). Since that time, there have been appeals to their
convictions and sentences.

According to reports, the initial complaint came after Qaisar
had a quarrel with a Muslim colleague. The co-worker then
filed a complaint stating that he found a blog containing
blasphemous content against Islam, listing Qaisar as the
author. Amoon was arrested alongside Qaisar because he
shared the same office address and phone number as his
brother and allegedly created the website. However, Amoon



believes that the website was created by Qaisar's Muslim colleagues to settle the score.

On June 8th, the Lahore High Court rejected the brothers' appeals, upholding their death sentences. The case is now to be 
appealed to the Supreme Court. While numerous people throughout the country have been sentenced to death for 
blasphemy, Pakistani courts have never yet carried out the death sentence. In some cases, those facing blasphemy charges 
have spent many years in prison. A considerable number of them were falsely accused because of interpersonal conflicts or 
religious intolerance. For more information on the persecution facing Christians in Pakistan, go to our country report.

Pray for these Christian brothers who have been imprisoned for years due to the allegations. Also uphold their 
families, including Qaisar's three children, as well as the lawyers who are presently preparing their appeal for the 
Supreme Court. May this case come before the court quickly, leading to the justification of Amoon's and Qaisar's 
innocence. Moreover, pray that Pakistan's lawmakers would address the rampant misuse of the country's blasphemy 
laws.
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CHINA: Zhang Chunlei Granted Lawyer's Visitation
Source: ChinaAid

On the morning of March 16th, 2021, public security officers
raided the Ren'ai Reformed Church in Guiyang, taking ten
Christians into custody. The church's leader, Elder Zhang
Chunlei, went to the police station to negotiate but was also
detained himself. In the many months that followed, access to
his lawyer was severely restricted (see this report for details).

In a recent social media post, Zhang's wife, Yang Aiqing, says
her husband was finally allowed to meet with his lawyer on
June 6th. According to the lawyer, Zhang has lost weight but
appears to be in good health. He asks Christians not to worry
about him but instead to pray about the situation. Zhang let it
be known that while awaiting his release in God's timing, he is
praying for other Christians.

More than four months have passed since Zhang's case was
transferred to the Guiyang City Intermediate People's Court,
but his lawyer has still not received any indictment papers. Consequently, it is still unknown when his trial will take place and
what charges will be made.

Please remember Elder Zhang in your prayers. Praise God that he remains strong spiritually and in good health
physically. Continue to pray for his family, as well as the members of the Ren'ai Reformed Church, asking the Lord to
fill them with His hope, comfort and strength. Finally, pray that the courts will proceed efficiently and fairly, leading to
Elder Zhang's ultimate release from custody.

The "Persecution & Prayer Alert" is a ministry of: 
The Voice of the Martyrs Canada, P.O. Box 608, Streetsville, Ontario, L5M 2C1

Tel. (905) 670-9721  Website: www.vomcanada.com 


