


For a Coptic community in the village of AI-Azeeb, the process of 

attaining a safe place to worship has become even more difficult due to 

the opposition of hostile neighbours. After obtaining the necessary 

permits from the government to construct a church building, this 

congregation began excavating the property in preparation for the 

laying of the foundation. On the evening of December 18th, however, 

militant members of the Muslim community in their village, as well as 

those from the surrounding area, converged on the building site. Along 

with physically attacking the workers who were present, the mob threw 

stones and Molotov cocktails at the Christians' homes and livestock -

all the while, clashing with police officers who were working to mitigate 

the attacks. 

While local police and security forces are continuing in their search for 

culprits of the attack, followers of Jesus in the community are fearful of 

further violence. For more information on the challenges experienced 

by Egyptian Christians, go to our countn:: reQort. 
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In the aftermath of this recently occurring incident of persecution, ask God to mightily intervene on behalf of the Christians 

in AI-Azeeb by ministering His peace, protection, comfort and encouragement. Pray that those responsible for the attack 

will not only be held accountable for their destructive actions, but that they would also experience the Holy Spirit's 

conviction for their volatile hostility towards fellow members of the community- in hopes of them turning to Christ with 

sincere repentance. Finally, pray that relational reconciliation and harmony would become more evident among the diverse 

peoples of this community and those in other areas of Egypt. 

REPORT UPDATE 

PHILIPPINES: Christmas Celebrations Curtailed After Bombing 
Sources: Christianity Today, Agenzia Fides 

On December 3rd, a Catholic mass held at Mindanao State University 

was rocked by a bomb that killed four participants and wounded 45 

others. (More details about this incident are available here.) Following 

the bombing, which was carried out by !SIS-affiliated terrorists, the 

church deemed it necessary to scale back on their upcoming Christmas 

celebrations. 

As a result of the attack, the church cancelled a number of traditional 

celebratory events leading up to Christmas Eve, and members of the 

armed forces were brought into the university to protect those attending 

the services that had resumed. In the aftermath of the assault, the 

bishop of Marawi stated: "The attack has caused disbelief, emotion and 

great pain in everyone, Christians and Muslims .... There is much fear 

now, but faith accompanies us and gives us support. Even in this time 

of distress, we feel the presence of the Lord." 

At last report, police had arrested one of the suspects, though the man 
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who planted the explosive device was still at large. For further 

information on the challenges encountered by Christians in the Philippines, particularly due to the opposition of militant Islamic 

groups operating in parts of the country, go to our countn:: reQort. 

Pray that God's perfect peace will rest on each of the believers who were affected by this fatal bombing. May the 

authorities capture those responsible for the attack and take necessary measures to protect the members of this church 

and any others that may be at risk in the community. Continue to intercede for the citizens of this Southeast Asian nation 

in general, praying that the Gospel message of God's love, healing and deliverance will continue touching the hearts of 

people residing on the various islands of the Philippines, leading many more to salvation through faith in Christ. 
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