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"As for you, brothers, do not 
grow weary in doing good." 

~ 2 Thessalonians 3:13 ESV 

ALGERIA: Another Church Threatened with Closure 
Sources: Middle East Concern, The Voice of the Martyrs Canada, Open Doors 

Christians in Algeria are requesting prayer for leaders of a church in the village of Ait Atteli as 
they contend with legal action intended to enforce the closure of their place of worship. If the 
action is granted, this will be yet another one of the many churches affiliated with the officially 
recognized Protestant organization, the Église Protestante d'Algérie, forcibly closed by the 
authorities. 

Established in 2006, the church in Ait Atteli presently consists of more than 90 members. The 
provincial governor filed a case on February 2nd against the pastor, as well as his father, who 
owns the land where the church building is located. 

Since 2017, a total of 16 church buildings have been forcibly sealed and at least four others 
received orders to cease from conducting any worship activities. For more information on the 
difficulties facing Christians in Algeria, go to www.vomcanada.com/algeria.htm. 

Despite the opposition, praise God that His church in Algeria is not only surviving, but also 
thriving in the midst of it. Ask Him to continue providing greatly needed encouragement and 
comfort to His faithful followers during this challenging time – including those who are now 
dealing with the recently imposed legal action. May He mightily intervene on behalf of His 
people by granting wisdom to their congregational leaders and legal representatives, as well as 
the right words to say when confronting the unjust claims of governmental authorities who 
are strongly opposed to the Gospel. Please pray that the opposition against these believers will 
abate and that all the previously closed churches will be permitted to legally reopen soon. 



NIGERIA: Missionary Family Robbed by Armed Intruders 
Source: The Voice of the Martyrs Canada 

The home of a missionary affiliated with the Evangelical Church Winning All, located in the 
middle belt region of Nigeria, was recently invaded by armed intruders. The mission worker 
ministers primarily among the country's Fulani people. During the middle of the night, the Bello 
family's home was broken into by perpetrators demanding money, as well as the keys for two 
motorcycles that were parked outside. The assailants then proceeded to demand money from the 
mission worker's wife as well as the couple's visiting adult daughter, who also happens to be 
involved in ministry. 

Upon hearing the commotion, a neighbour came over to help but was attacked by one of the 
assailants armed with a machete, resulting in a laceration wound. During the altercation, 
however, the missionary received an opportunity to flee. Before the thieves left with the family's 
money and the two motorcycles, they warned his wife of their return if her husband didn't stop 
preaching the Bible. Even though one of the motorcycles was later found abandoned, the thieves 
escaped with the other, along with all the money and various other items they had stolen. 

Concerned for the family's safety, ministry partners relocated them to a place where they could 
receive rest and recuperate from the trauma. Since it appears that this was a targeted attack, the 
missionary worker and his family are uncertain if they will ever be able to return to their home. 
Temporary financial assistance has been provided since all their money was stolen. To learn 
more about the numerous challenges encountered by Christians in Nigeria, and/or to review 
previous reports, go to www.vomcanada.com/nigeria.htm. 

Praise God for protecting the lives of this family, as well as the neighbour who willingly 
arrived at the scene in their defense. Please pray that this courageous neighbour will 
experience a full and speedy recovery from the injury he sustained during the attack. May our 
Heavenly Father provide strength and assurance to these believers as they now deal with the 
aftermath of this awful ordeal. Pray that they will receive the assistance they require, both 
emotionally and practically. Also pray for God's ministry work to continue among Nigeria's 
Fulani people. May His grace even reach the very perpetrators of this recent armed robbery 
through the message of His redemptive love and offer of eternal salvation. 

REPORT UPDATES 

IRAN: Prison Sentence to be Reviewed by the Supreme Court 
Sources: Middle East Concern, Release International, Church in Chains 

On June 24th of 2016, 30 intelligence police agents raided an engagement party near Tehran, 
Iran. Everyone who attended the celebration was detained, including three visiting Christians 
from Azerbaijan. Most were released from custody, except for the three Azeri believers and 



Naser Navard Gol-Tapeh, whom the authorities considered the leader of the Christian gathering. 
For more details on this raid, go to www.vomcanada.com/ir-2016-08-18.htm. 

The Azeri Christians were ultimately granted a conditional release in November 2016 and 
returned to their homeland (www.vomcanada.com/ir-2016-12-08.htm). However, Naser was 
charged with "acting against national security through the formation and establishment of an 
illegal church organization in his home." During his trial in May 2017, he was legally convicted 
of this charge and sentenced to ten years in prison. 

While Naser has appealed this sentence, it has been rejected, along with requests for parole 
throughout the appeal process. In the meantime, he continues to serve his sentence at the 
notorious Evin Prison. However, in an encouraging development, the Supreme Court has ruled 
that his appeal will be heard, although it was not known at the time of publishing this report 
exactly when the hearing is to take place. 

Please prayerfully intercede on behalf of Naser as he continues to serve his prison sentence in 
what is reputed to be a very dangerous prison. Ask the Lord to provide this faithful believer 
with His peace, strength, protection and encouragement. Also remember the other Christians 
who are presently being imprisoned in Iran for their faith. Specifically pray that God's Holy 
Spirit will work within the hearts and minds of the judges and lawyers in advance of Naser's 
upcoming hearing, guiding them so that they will not be influenced by external pressures but 
rather by His truth. 

ALGERIA: Date Set for Upcoming Trial 
Source: The Voice of the Martyrs Canada  

During the past several weeks, we had invited you to join us in prayer on behalf of Pastor Salah 
Chalah, the president of the Église Protestante d'Algérie, who also serves as the senior pastor of 
the largest Protestant church in Algeria. Pastor Salah was summoned to court on various charges, 
including "practising non-Muslim rites without permission."  

After numerous delays, his trial is now scheduled for February 27th. We ask for your continued 
prayers for Pastor Salah and other believers who are facing similar charges, as mentioned in the 
following previously published report: www.vomcanada.com/dz-2021-12-02.htm. 
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