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"If one member suffers, all suffer 
together; if one member is 

honoured, all rejoice together." 
~ 1 Corinthians 12:26 ESV 

UKRAINE: Christian Persecution Under Russian Control 
Sources: Release International, Forum 18, Christianity Today 

As the world's focus remains on the devastating violence being inflicted on the people of 
Ukraine, many are wondering what this could mean for those of the country's Christian 
community. In the days leading up to the initial attack by Russian forces, pastors spoke messages 
of encouragement and care. In fact, so many Ukrainians were seeking God for needed comfort, 
and wanting to turn to the Scriptures in search of answers, that the Bible Society store in Kyiv 
ran out of Bibles.  

If Russia happens to be successful in taking control of Ukraine, severe religious restrictions will 
be anticipated. At present, evangelism is illegal in Russia except in designated, registered 
locations. Those who spread the Gospel outside of those locations face strict fines. In Russian-
occupied Crimea, fines were levied for "conducting missionary activity" at least 23 times during 
2021. 

Parts of the Luhansk and Donetsk areas of eastern Ukraine declared independence in 2014 and 
are presently under the rule of Russian-backed separatists. Immediately prior to beginning his 
offensive, Putin declared support for these breakaway regions, officially recognizing them as 
independent states. Within these regions, religious rights have been severely restricted since the 
rebels took control. All Protestant and non-Moscow Patriarchate Orthodox churches have been 
declared illegal. Christian books, including a translation of the Gospel of John, have been banned 
as "extremist" materials and churches have faced raids and harassment. For more details, see 
www.vomcanada.com/ukraine.htm. Similar restrictions are anticipated in any area that may 
potentially come under the control of the Russian government. 



   

 
In the midst of this turbulent time, may God's peace calm the hearts of the people in Ukraine, 
as well as others around the world, as they face the uncertainties of the war. May each one 
come to place their trust and hope in Him. Pray that members of the Russian government will 
reverse their destructive actions, opting to pursue a humanitarian outcome instead. In the 
meanwhile, may churches in Poland and other neighbouring countries be adequately 
equipped with the necessary resources as they reach out with the love of Christ to the 
hundreds of thousands who are being forced to flee their homes in search of safety. In 
addition, please continue to remember the Christians who have been living under severe 
restrictions in disputed areas for the past eight years.  
 
 
EGYPT: Christian Appointed Head of the Supreme Constitutional Court 
Sources: Barnabas Fund, Egypt Watch, Ahram Online 
 
On February 9th, the Egyptian president officially swore in the new head of the country's 
Supreme Constitutional Court: Boulos (Paul) Fahmy Eskandar. Judge Eskandar is the first 
Coptic Christian to be appointed to this position – an occasion described by some as "historic." 
In doing so, President al-Sisi broke with the normal precedent of appointing the oldest serving 
member of the court as president. 
 
In this new position, Judge Eskandar is effectively the highest judge in the country, leading a 
court that ultimately decides the constitutionality of Egypt's laws and regulations. In this 
Muslim-majority country, Christians have frequently faced difficulties, particularly related to 
blasphemy accusations and licensing for churches. It is hoped that the appointment of this new 
judge is a meaningful signal of change, demonstrating a commitment to equality by the current 
government. For more information relating to the challenges facing Christians in Egypt, go to 
www.vomcanada.com/egypt.htm. 
 
Praise God for His intervention in Egypt's recently appointed judicial leadership. May Judge 
Eskandar be granted wisdom and guidance as he endeavours to effectively initiate change and 
progress towards freedom and equality for all citizens. Furthermore, pray for the ongoing 
ministry of churches throughout the country as they continue to reach out to their neighbours 
with the Gospel of Peace. 
 
 
SUDAN: Court Orders Partial Destruction 
Sources: Christian Solidarity Worldwide, World Watch Monitor 
 
A court in the Sudanese city of Khartoum Bahri has ordered the partial demolition of the 
Khartoum Bahri Evangelical Church, effectively blocking the only entry point to the building. 
The church has faced several court challenges in the past. In 2013, the government imposed a 
committee upon the church, which then sold part of its land to investors. That committee was 
later ruled illegal by the court. Since that time, however, various buildings were destroyed and 
church members have subsequently been arrested and fined for protesting the illegal sales of 
their properties (see www.vomcanada.com/su-2014-12-11.htm). 



Since the Sudanese military seized power in October 2021, the SPEC denomination, to which this 
church belongs, has faced interference reminiscent of that seen under the former dictatorship of 
Omar al-Bashir. While it was hoped that the transitional government set up in April 2019 would 
lead to democratic change, the recent military coup has brought about renewed concerns for 
religious freedom. In November, VOMC's Greg Musselman spoke with Petr Jasek, who had spent 
445 days in a Sudanese prison for conducting ministry work while visiting the country, to discuss 
the recent coup. To view this insightful interview, go to www.vomcanada.com/video/jasek-coup.  

Pray for the members of the attacked church as they now face the most recent challenges of 
their ongoing legal battle. Ask God to advocate on their behalf, so they may resolve these 
difficulties and, as a result, continue reaching others for Christ and meeting together 
peacefully for worship. Also prayerfully remember members of the military coup who are 
trying to seize control of the government, asking that they will take heed of God's ways and be 
receptive to His leading. 
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