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"God will judge us not according 
to how much we endured, 

but how much we could love." 
~ Pastor Richard Wurmbrand 

PAKISTAN: Blasphemy Charges for Alleged Facebook Post 
Sources: Kross Konnection, Morning Star News, USCIRF 

Fansan Shahid, a 54-year-old Christian from Gujranwala in Punjab Province, is in federal 
custody with charges predicated on a blasphemous comment he allegedly made in a Facebook 
post during 2019. Fansan was arrested just after midnight on March 16th when more than a 
dozen police officers stormed into his house and began beating him before taking him into 
custody. 

According to his wife Safia, Fansan lost his phone in 2019 but hadn't reported it missing. They 
believe someone found the phone and used it to post the comment, since there was no password 
protection applied to the device and his Facebook account automatically logged in. 

Safia insists that Fansan would never have committed the crime, since he was well aware of the 
consequences. In fact, he regularly warned his two adult children against discussing religion with 
any opposing Muslims because of potential problems. 

The family is concerned about what may become a lengthy court process, since Fansan has 
multiple health issues. There are also concerns about the family's financial situation since he was 
the sole wage earner and charges like this can jeopardize any retirement fund. Additionally, there 
are fears about how the family's landlord and Muslim neighbours may react when they find out 
the nature of the charges against Fansan. 

Accusations of blasphemy are an ongoing problem in Pakistan. Such claims are often used for 
personal advantage or to express religious hatred. The results are frequently demonstrated in mob 



violence against the accused and their family members. For more information on the persecution 
of Christians in Pakistan, go to www.vomcanada.com/pakistan.htm.  

Prayerfully remember Fansan, Safia and their children as they contend with the charges, as 
well as the resulting imprisonment and other legalities that have been forced upon them. May 
this family receive greatly needed protection, provision and encouragement throughout the 
legal ordeal. Ask the Lord to especially strengthen Fansan during his time in prison, granting 
him opportunities to share his faith with spiritually seeking inmates. Pray that neighbours and 
other community members will be understanding and compassionate towards the family's 
situation. Furthermore, may the Lord bring fellow Christians into their lives who will further 
encourage, comfort and uplift their downcast souls as they wait for His justice and vindication 
to be upheld (2 Corinthians 1:4). 

INDIA: Pastor Killed by Masked Men 
Sources: International Christian Concern, Open Doors, ThePrint, The Christian Post 

Pastor Yallam Shankar was at home in Angampalli, Chhattisgarh, on March 17th when five 
masked men suddenly burst in. After dragging the pastor from his home, the attackers stabbed 
him to death outside. The slain man is survived by his wife, two sons and grandchildren. 

In addition to serving as a senior pastor of a church within the village, Pastor Yallam was an 
influential member and former leader of the community. According to Christians in the area, he 
had been receiving death threats from Hindu nationalists just days before the attack because of 
his ministry activities. He also received threats from violent Maoist rebels known as Naxalites, 
who were distributing pamphlets in the region along with a warning that any pastors who 
converted people to Christianity would be killed. 

A handwritten note was found at the crime scene accusing Pastor Yallam of being a police 
informant. Although the Naxalites allegedly claimed responsibility for the killing, local 
Christians suspect that Pastor Yallam's attackers may have been local Hindu nationalists instead. 
To read reports of other persecution-related incidents in India, indicating an increased number of 
violent cases against the country's Christians, go to www.vomcanada.com/india.htm. 

Pray for Pastor Yallam's wife and family as they now mourn the sudden loss of their loved 
one, asking the Lord to comfort and strengthen them with His reassuring presence – filling 
their troubled hearts with His peace which surpasses all understanding (Philippians 4:7).  
Also prayerfully uphold the members of Pastor Yallam's church family and others of the 
community who are likewise trying to process the loss of their esteemed friend and leader. May 
those responsible for the attack be brought to justice and, of even greater importance, 
experience the life-transforming power of the Gospel as Christians in the community continue 
to faithfully serve as testaments of God's love and forgiveness. 



CHINA: Christian Teachers Formally Charged; Others Released 
Sources: ChinaAid, International Christian Concern, Christianity Daily 

In August 2021, four house church leaders were arrested for allegedly carrying out "illegal 
business operations." The charges relate to their work at the Jordan River Learning Center, a 
house church school affiliated with the Mount Carmel Church in Wuhu, Anhui State. At the 
time, six other teachers at the school were arrested but then released on bail. 

Of the four detained, Han Yanlei and Xie Zhifeng were released on bail in late February. The 
case involving the remaining two teachers, Wan Hongxia and Wang Minghai, who have since 
been formally charged, is presently pending trial. Wang Minghai, a renowned gastroenterologist, 
donated his time and money to assist the school. Wan Hongxia was a successful businessman 
before deciding to serve full time as the principal of the school. Considering their involvement 
with the school as ministry work, both detained Christians reject all the charges against them, 
denying that they ever broke the law. To review other published reports addressing the 
challenges facing China's Christians, go to www.vomcanada.com/china.htm. 

Pray that God will keep both of these detained Christian educational leaders, Wan and Wang, 
safe in prison. Throughout their imprisonment, may they be encouraged to remain strong and 
steadfast in their faith. Please also uphold their families in prayer as they await with the 
hopeful anticipation of a favourable outcome judicially. In the meantime, praise God for the 
release of Han and Xie, as well as the six other educators. May these teachers be allowed to 
continue providing Christian education in China, so parents who want their children to be 
raised in the 'ways of the Lord' are able to adhere to the Bible's foundational precepts. 
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