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"Truly, truly, I say to you, unless 
a grain of wheat falls into the earth 

and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, 
it bears much fruit. Whoever loves his 

life loses it, and whoever hates his life in 
this world will keep it for eternal life." 

~ John 12:24-25 ESV 

VIETNAM: State Officials Interrupt Worship Service 
Sources: UCA News, Agenzia Fides 

Worshippers at a Catholic church in Vu Ban, a rural district in northwestern Vietnam, were 
shocked when two governing officials rushed into the sanctuary on February 20th, interrupting a 
Sunday Mass being celebrated by the archbishop from Hanoi. Wearing helmets, the officials 
shouted loudly before taking the microphone and demanding that everyone disperse 
immediately, or "appropriate measures" would be taken. One of the officials was identified by 
witnesses as the head of the local branch of the Communist Party. 

While the congregants continued to sing hymns, some of the priests and lay leaders managed to 
prevent the intruders from approaching the altar and nearing the archbishop. After several 
minutes, the church leaders were able to get the officials to leave so the service could conclude 
properly. It is unclear what the reasons were behind this disruption, and whether these men were 
under orders or simply acting on their own accord. 

Vietnam remains a "country of particular concern" with the United States Commission on 
International Religious Freedom. While the nation's citizens are legally allowed to practise their 
religion, government persecution remains prevalent, particularly for unregistered groups. For 
more on the difficulties facing Vietnam's Christians, go to www.vomcanada.com/vietnam.htm. 



Pray that the governing authorities of Vietnam would respect the religious freedom of all 
citizens. May those responsible for this incident be convicted of their oppressive actions of 
intimidation and come to realize the need to place their faith in God. Ask the Lord to provide 
needed encouragement and strength to Christians throughout Vietnam, as they seek to serve 
Him with all their hearts and courageously share the Good News of the Gospel. 

ALGERIA: Another Church Ordered to Close 
Source: Middle East Concern 

Christians in Algeria are requesting prayer for another church, this time in the city of Bejaia, as 
authorities continue their campaign to forcibly close places of worship. The church, which 
consists of more than 300 members, is a long-standing affiliate of the Église Protestante 
d'Algérie, an officially recognized umbrella organization for Protestant churches. On April 6th, 
the church was informed of an order from the governor to cease worship immediately. 

Since November 2017, when the government crackdown on Protestant churches began to 
intensify, a total of 17 churches affiliated with the EPA have been ordered to close or cease their 
worship activities. Several non-EPA churches were also ordered to close but have not made their 
identities known in order to prevent repercussions. To learn more about the persecution of 
Algeria's Christians, go to www.vomcanada.com/algeria.htm. 

Pray that Christians in Algeria will be able to continue meeting for worship and fellowship, 
despite the opposition they encounter. Specifically pray that the leaders of the church in 
Bejaia will be given direction and wisdom as they determine the best way to continue fulfilling 
their God-given mission. May the Lord draw His people together in unity so they will be a 
source of a great encouragement to one another and a bright beacon of light amid the 
unsaved members of their communities. 

REPORT UPDATE 

SRI LANKA: Christians Ordered to Cease Worship 
Source: National Christian Evangelical Alliance of Sri Lanka 

On March 6th, a large mob forced their way into the Mercy Gate Chapel in Amalgama, Sri 
Lanka, demanding that all religious activities cease immediately. Thankfully, police were able to 
disperse the crowd without further incident, though Buddhist monks continued to declare that the 
place of worship was not a legitimate church. (See www.vomcanada.com/lk-2022-03-17.htm for 
more details.) 

A few days later, the pastor of the church received a letter from state officials demanding that he 
stop all worship services or face arrest. The letter, which was received on March 11th, stated that 
the church was an illegal institution and considered disruptive to "religious harmony" in the area. 



The letter further demanded that the pastor, along with three other church members, attend a 
meeting on March 15th. 

On the date of the meeting, approximately 20 Buddhist monks and governing officials had 
gathered to repeat the demands of the letter to the church representatives. In response, the pastor 
requested that a written report outlining the objections to the church be provided, along with 
references to any relevant legal regulations. The officials agreed to provide this documentation 
but, at last report, it has not yet been received by the pastor. 

On March 24th, while the pastor was visiting his sister's house, several police officers arrived at 
the premises and began questioning what he was doing. After informing them that he was simply 
visiting his sister to pray for his nephew, the police left. Later that night, as he was returning 
home, he saw two police officers stationed near the church building. When he spoke with them, 
the officers claimed they were providing security to the church. 

The pastor has stated that his movements are being closely monitored by neighbours and local 
monks. The investigative action taken at his sister's home was the result of a monk reporting his 
movements to the police. To read about further incidents of persecution against churches in Sri 
Lanka, go to www.vomcanada.com/srilanka.htm. 

Prayerfully uphold this pastor, his family and the members of Mercy Gate Chapel, asking God 
to provide them wisdom and protection. May He also give these believers Holy Spirit-
empowered boldness and compassion as they deal with their opposing neighbours and other 
community members who are greatly in need of Christ. Pray that governing officials will act 
fairly towards believers throughout the country. Considering that Sri Lanka is in the midst of 
political upheaval at this time, additionally pray that the Lord's ministry of peace and love will 
be demonstrated among all citizens, using the faithful witness of His followers as "salt" and 
"light" in this spiritually needy world (Matthew 5:13-16). 
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