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"Suffering can refine us rather  
than destroy us because God Himself 

walks with us in the fire." 
~ Timothy Keller 

CHINA: Christian Website Forced to Shut Down 
Sources: International Christian Concern, Christianity Daily 

The "Jona Home" website has been forced to cease operations after more than 20 years of service 
due to an increasing crackdown on religious content in China. On April 12th, the Christian 
website posted the following notice: "Due to reasons known to everyone, from now on our site 
can no longer serve brothers and sisters in Christ. Thanks to all for your company and support in 
the past 21 years!" 

On March 1st, new government measures came into effect, severely restricting online religious 
content. A licence is now required to post religious subject matter on the Internet, and access to 
such licences is very limited. See www.vomcanada.com/cn-2022-01-06.htm for more details on 
these restrictions. 

Looking for more information, some Chinese Internet users asked what had happened to the 
website through a Chinese communication platform called Baidu Tieba. Not daring to mention 
the government crackdown, one user simply responded by saying: "[The website closure] has 
nothing to do with your laptop. You should know the reason." 

Ask God to grant wisdom to the leaders of churches and Christian organizations in China, as 
well as individuals who are endeavouring to reach out with the Gospel message amid a very 
restrictive environment. May they be sovereignly guided by the Lord, seizing innovative new 
ways to share the eternal hope they have in Christ. In general, continue to prayerfully uphold 
Christians throughout the country who are facing opposition and imprisonment because of 
their faith. 



MEXICO: Christians Penalized for Not Participating in Festival 
Sources: Christian Solidarity Worldwide, Christian Post 

For the fourth consecutive year, Christians from the Alpha and Omega Presbyterian Church in 
Nueva las Tacitas, Chiapas State, are being forced to participate in a religious festival or face 
fines from village leaders. Every year, the people of the area celebrate the Santa Cruz Festival on 
May 3rd. This festival is part of syncretistic religious beliefs, involving a combination of Roman 
Catholicism and traditional tribal religions. 

In previous years, six families belonging to the Presbyterian church were penalized for refusing 
to participate in the festivities. Being very poor, they were unable pay the fine of 300 MXN 
(approximately $20 CAD) per family. Over the past year, the church has grown to include 16 
families, and the fee they've been demanded to pay also increased to 500 MXN ($32 CAD). If 
these families are unable to provide the payment, their water supply will be cut off. In the past, 
some families have been without water for five months until they were able to gather the 
required amount of money. 

Pastor Miguel Gómez Pérez confirmed that the local authorities have a list containing the names 
of church members, each of whom has been ordered to pay the fine. The fees charged are used to 
purchase supplies for the celebration, including alcoholic beverages. 

Christians throughout areas of southern Mexico face similar situations, sometimes being expelled 
from their homes or taken into custody by local leaders. For more reports, plus ways in which 
you can pray for your Christian family in Mexico, visit www.vomcanada.com/mexico.htm. 

Praise God for His wonderful work in the lives of this growing community of believers in 
Chiapas. Please lift them up in your prayers as they strive to stand firm in their faith among a 
community of people who have been hostile towards them. Despite the challenges, may these 
believers' responses and unwavering convictions serve as testimonies to all those around them, 
so that more community members will place their faith in Christ. 

INDIA: Pastor Tortured in Police Custody 
Source: International Christian Concern 

On April 16th, a Christian pastor was arrested in the northern Indian state of Uttar Pradesh under 
false charges of conversion activities. The pastor and his family were visiting relatives in the 
village of Anamouh Anam and, as part of their visit, they all joined together in a time of singing 
praises to God and prayer. However, police were notified of the gathering by a neighbour who 
overheard the Christians' voices. 

After the authorities accused the pastor of allegedly converting people to Christianity, he was 
taken to the local police station, along with his uncle. According to the pastor, "They beat us as 
we got into the police van, and the police took turns to physically torture us." The two believers 
were held in custody and tortured for nearly 24 hours before being released. "I could not walk 



out of the police station," the pastor told contacts. "My two legs were swollen badly, and there 
was so much pain that I could not move from one place to the other." 

Pray for the healing of these two injured believers, asking the Lord to provide them added 
strength of heart, mind and body so they can fully recover from the trauma. May the ways in 
which they respond to the situation serve as examples of God's compassion and grace to their 
persecutors. Continue to pray that the church in India will faithfully hold fast to Christ in the 
midst of extreme persecution. 
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