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"Not all of us are called to die a martyr's 
death, but all of us are called to have the  
same spirit of self-sacrifice and love to  

the very end as these martyrs had." 
~ Pastor Richard Wurmbrand  
VOM's International Founder  

NIGERIA: College Student Killed for Alleged Blasphemy 
Sources: Christian Solidarity Worldwide, Release International, TheNiche 

A 25-year-old Christian student at the Shehu Shagari College of Education in Sokoto state, 
Nigeria, was killed by a mob on May 12th after rumours spread that she had blasphemed against 
Mohammed on a WhatsApp group chat. The precise nature of her comments is unclear, but it 
appears that the problem started when Deborah Emmanuel Yakubu expressed exasperation at 
religious posts being shared by her classmates, asking that the others focus on issues related to 
their course work. Apparently, Deborah also rejected advances from one of the other students, 
who later made the blasphemy accusation. 

According to media reports, a mob gathered and forcefully dragged Deborah from her residence. 
Once outside, she was beaten, stoned to death, and then her body was burned. A video of the 
attack was released on social media in which one young man can be heard proudly proclaiming: 
"I'm the one that killed her and set her ablaze. This is the matchstick I used in setting her on fire." 
The video earlier showed numerous students beating her and shouting "Allahu Akbar" while the 
young Christian pleaded for her life. 

The two primary instigators of the attack, students Bilyaminu Aliyu and Aminu Hukunci, were 
arrested and charged with criminal conspiracy and disturbing the peace. Protesting their arrests, a 
mob of militants erupted into violence which resulted in fires being started, numerous businesses 
looted, and multiple church buildings damaged. The Sultan of Sokoto, who is considered the 
leader of Nigeria's Muslim community, condemned the killing and called for justice. However, 
his statement then led to demonstrations outside his palace, which police were forced to disperse. 



   

Response from political leaders has been minimal. For more information addressing our ongoing 
concerns for Christians in Nigeria, go to www.vomcanada.com/nigeria.htm. 
 
Pray for peace and justice to take place in the aftermath of this horrific situation. May God's 
comforting presence be tangibly experienced by Deborah's friends, family members and fellow 
students during this time of mourning. Ask the Lord to powerfully minister by His Holy Spirit 
in this volatile area of Nigeria, touching the hearts of both Christians and Muslims so they 
will dwell together in harmony – all the while revealing His wonderful plan of eternal 
salvation to those who are in need spiritually. May our Nigerian Christian brothers and sisters 
continue to be testimonies of His love, forgiveness and hope to others around them. 
 
 
IRAN: Sentences for Detained Christians 
Sources: Article18, International Christian Concern, Middle East Concern 
 
An Iranian-Armenian Christian leader has been sentenced to ten years in prison for promoting 
"propaganda contrary to and disturbing to the holy religion of Islam" through the house church 
he operated in his home. The 60-year-old believer, Anooshavan Avedian, was arrested in August 
2020 and released on bail a month later, along with two converts to Christianity. 
 
In addition to the ten-year prison sentence handed down last month, Anooshavan faces an 
additional ten years of "deprivation of social rights" after his release, which carries various 
restrictions – including the type of employment he will be permitted. The other two released 
Christians, Abbas Soori and Maryam Mohammadi, were not sentenced to prison but were given 
the same ten-year deprivation term, along with a two-year ban on international travel.  
 
For a duration of two years, each of these believers are not allowed to live in Tehran, nor in its 
neighbouring provinces, and they also must not hold a membership to any political or social 
group. All three Christians are appealing their sentences. To read further about the persecution of 
followers of Christ in Iran, go to www.vomcanada.com/iran.htm. 
 
Pray for Anooshavan as he presently serves time in custody, asking God to grant him needed 
grace and strength as he awaits justice and hopeful acquittal. In the meantime, may he serve 
as a vibrant witness of Christ's compassion to prison guards, fellow inmates, and those of the 
judicial system, through his words and deeds. Also lift up Abbas and Maryam who must now 
leave their homes and communities, in addition to adhering to the other imposed restrictions, 
praying that they will receive the help and encouragement they need, as well as opportunities 
to develop friendships in the new places where they must live. Pray that each of their appeals 
will be successful. In general, prayerfully remember Christians throughout Iran who seek to 
shine the light of Jesus in their darkened nation. 
 
 
  



SRI LANKA: Upheaval Causes Concerns for Churches 
Sources: National Christian Evangelical Alliance of Sri Lanka (NCEASL), Mission Network News 

As the nation of Sri Lanka faces its worst political and economic crisis in recent years, life for 
the common people has been severely impacted. Anti-government protests have led to a 
crackdown by authorities, introducing restrictive measures to curb the unrest – including 
nationwide curfews. Unfortunately, as officials take action, some have contravened the rights of 
citizens. There are growing concerns that the church will be caught in the middle of the situation 
and subjected to greater discrimination from the authorities as they enforce the new restrictions. 
In particular, gatherings such as church services and prayer meetings are at risk of being 
targeted. 

Much of the problem originates with the nation's fuel shortages, resulting in distribution issues 
and the shortage of goods. Prices have increased dramatically, and dismayed citizens have taken 
to the streets in protest. The unsettling situation has led to the resignation of the country's prime 
minister, as people have blamed the societal problems on government inaction. 

During the first three months of 2022, the NCEASL documented 31 incidents of violence and 
intolerance against Christians in the country. Most commonly, the perpetrators have been public 
figures. For other accounts of oppression against our Sri Lankan brothers and sisters in Christ, go 
to www.vomcanada.com/srilanka.htm. 

Please pray for the "Prince of Peace" to provide greatly needed ministry among the suffering 
people of Sri Lanka, mediating through His dedicated servants in spite of the opposition they 
encounter from disgruntled community members, leaders of other religious groups, and 
government officials. As this nation struggles to regain its footing, ask the Lord to also grant 
wisdom and guidance to those overseeing the various aspects of its governance. In the midst of 
the present political unrest and uncertainty, may Sri Lankan church leaders be a great source 
of stability, reaching out with the unshakeable hope of the Gospel. 
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