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"We must mirror God's love in 
the midst of a world full of hatred. 
We are the mirrors of God's love, 

so we may show Jesus by our lives." 
~ Corrie ten Boom 

 
 

 
NIGERIA: Video Released Revealing Execution of Christians 
Sources: Open Doors, Barnabas Fund, Sahara Reports, Mission Network News 
 
On May 10th, a video was released by the Amaq News Agency, a news outlet linked to the self-
proclaimed "Islamic State" terrorist group. The video shows the execution of 20 Nigerian men, 
all believed to be affiliated with Christianity, along with a threatening statement from the Islamic 
State in West Africa Province (ISWAP) declaring that the slaying is intended as a warning to 
Christians around the world. The spokesperson in the video also states that the killing was in 
retaliation for the death of Abu Ibrahim al-Hashimi al-Qurayshi, the former leader of the Islamic 
State who died during a raid committed in Syria on February 3rd by American special forces. 
 
The time and location of the execution is unknown, and Nigerian authorities have not yet 
commented on the video. However, its authenticity was confirmed by the SITE Intelligence 
Group, an American-based non-governmental agency which tracks terrorist activities online. 
 
In response to the video, Jo Newhouse, a spokesperson for Open Doors, lamented, "There are no 
words to describe the horror and heartbreak that the families of these men must be going 
through." She further commented: "While ISWAP intends to sow fear with these videos, 
Christians around the world should be in awe of the testimony of these men who, to the best of 
our knowledge, held on to their faith even in the face of execution." 
 
While little is known about the specifics of these slain men, pray that 'the God who knows all' 
will encourage, comfort and strengthen everyone who has been grievously impacted by this act 
of evil. Also pray that justice will prevail and that those responsible for sowing terror in 



Nigeria would come to understand the seriousness of their destructive ways, sincerely repent 
before God, and fully surrender their lives to Christ. Despite the seemingly non-stop 
bloodshed, may the patient endurance of Christians throughout Nigeria be greatly rewarded, 
especially those whose lives have been directly affected by the violence. 

CHINA: Christian Wedding Disrupted by Authorities 
Sources: ChinaAid, VOM Korea 

Zhang Qiang and Xiao Yue were eagerly anticipating their wedding day, which was planned for 
May 21st. But as the day approached, governmental pressure against the Christian couple began 
to mount. The problem is that they are members of the Early Rain Covenant Church in Chengdu 
– a church that has been banned and continues to face significant oppression from Chinese
authorities. (See www.vomcanada.com/china.htm for more details.)

In order to prevent the wedding from taking place, church members were detained and 
questioned regarding their plans to attend the celebration. Additionally, the hotel that had been 
scheduled to host the couple's wedding was forced to cancel their reservation. Church leaders 
were also detained in their homes to keep them from attending. Furthermore, the couple 
themselves had been detained and interrogated for four hours by authorities the day before the 
wedding. Even after their release, Zhang reported that he remained under continual surveillance. 
Ultimately, the couple was forced to cancel the event. 

Speaking of the incident, Dr. Hyun Sook Foley from VOM Korea stated that the couple could 
have held the wedding as a private event. However, as she emphasized: "Ephesians tells us that 
marriage is not a private celebration but a mystery that shows the world the unbreakable bond 
between Christ and the church. The Early Rain congregation members continue to be one body – 
with Christ, with this couple, with Pastor Wang Yi in prison, and with Christians around the 
world." 

Pray for the encouragement, comfort and strength needed by this couple as they now recover 
from the resulting disappointment and heartache of their cancelled wedding plans. May they 
be granted the opportunity to joyously share their wedding celebration among fellow church 
members sometime in the near future. In the meanwhile, ask the Lord to provide wisdom and 
guidance not only to this engaged couple, but also to other members of the Early Rain 
Covenant Church, as they deal with the authorities. Additionally, please pray that the 
governmental pressure against the church will cease so this congregation can resume 
rightfully honouring the Lord in corporate worship. 



REPORT UPDATE 

INDIA: Inaction Against Accused Police Officer 
Sources: Morning Star News, Christianity Daily, Christian Post 

On February 5th, the thatched-roof building where Christians in Kistaram, Chhattisgarh, used to 
gather for worship had been burned to the ground. Investigations suggest that an opposing local 
police officer named Bhavesh Shinde was responsible for the crime. (To review information 
provided in our initial report on the attack, go to www.vomcanada.com/in-2022-02-17.htm.) 

However, more than three months later, little has been done to bring the perpetrator to justice. 
Within days of the fire, church members submitted a written request for an inquiry and called for 
Shinde's dismissal. Affidavits were submitted by two villagers stating that Shinde attempted to 
get them to burn down the building, and then later called to inform them that he was responsible 
for setting the place of worship on fire. A complaint has also been filed with the Human Rights 
Commission. In late April, police finally took statements from witnesses after pressure was 
applied from the Chhattisgarh Christian Forum. 

Following the church's destruction, Shinde threatened the targeted Christians – indicating his 
plans to have them arrested if they ever attempted to gather again for worship. Despite these 
threats, the church members have since rebuilt their building. 

As Christians in India only make up about 2.3 percent of the country's overall population, they 
have become the targets of many threats and acts of violence. In 2021, the United Christian 
Forum documented at least 486 violent incidents of persecution throughout the country, calling it 
"the most violent year" for Christians. Of those 486 cases, formal police reports were registered 
34 times. For more information on the many challenges facing Christians in India, go to 
www.vomcanada.com/india.htm. 

Pray that the authorities will take appropriate action to ensure all who were responsible for 
the destruction of this church are brought to justice. May Christians in Kistaram continue to 
consistently demonstrate the love of Jesus to all those around them, leading many to 
repentance and a thriving faith in Him. Pray that political leaders throughout India will take 
the rights of all citizens into account and, therefore, pass laws that are equitable to all. 
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