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"God, who foresaw your tribulation, 
has specially armed you to go through 
it, not without pain but without stain." 

~ C.S. Lewis 
 

 
PAKISTAN: Forcibly Married Christian Teen Rescued 
Sources: Kross Konnection, CLAAS, AsiaNews 
 
Saba Masih is a teenage girl from Faisalabad, Pakistan. The young Christian was walking with 
her older sister Muqadas on the morning of May 20th when they were approached by four men, 
including their neighbour Muhammad Yasir. The men forced Saba into a rickshaw and then fled. 
 
When the family reported the incident to the police, they were told that Saba had converted to 
Islam and married Yasir as his fourth wife. Despite the family's pleas, the police initially did not 
cooperate. However, after extensive pressure from the community, action was finally taken. 
While Yasir remains at large, Saba has since been thankfully recovered and returned to her home 
on May 29th. Even though she is now at home, Saba is still suffering from the emotional trauma 
of the abduction and forceful marriage. 
 
According to reports from human rights activists, at least 1,000 women from religious minority 
groups are forcibly converted and married each year in Pakistan. It is believed that the number 
could be higher since many cases go unreported. Those affected are almost always poor 
minorities who have little influence with the authorities. For other reports outlining the 
challenges facing Christians in Pakistan, go to www.vomcanada.com/pakistan.htm. 
 
Praise God that Saba has been found and safely returned to her family's home. Pray for 
needed healing as she faces a difficult recovery from the aftermath of this terrible situation. 
May those who are responsible for the crimes committed against her be held to account and 
may systemic changes come about, resulting in equality, protection and justice for all members 
of Pakistan's society – especially those who are most vulnerable. Also prayerfully remember 
Saba's family in their efforts to help her recover from the traumatic event, while also dealing 
with their own shock, anger and pain. 



   

 
 
INDIA: Pastoral Couple Arrested Due to "Forcible Conversion" Allegations 
Sources: Church in Chains, Release International, The Telegraph India, The Indian Express 
 
Karnataka became the latest Indian state to officially pass anti-conversion legislation after the 
state's governor signed the law into effect on May 17th. On that same day, members of the Hindu 
nationalist group Bajrang Dal filed a complaint against Pastor V. Kuriyachan and his wife 
Selenamma, alleging that they have illegally converted more than 1,000 Hindus from the Yerava 
tribal community by visiting the area's coffee plantations.  
 
The accused Christians were allegedly caught trying to get Paniyaravara Mutha and his family, 
recipients of their gifted Bibles, to pray with them. In a written complaint submitted to the 
authorities, Paniyaravara alleges that the pastor and his wife were trying to convert them, as they 
had apparently done to his nephew earlier. 
 
In a video showing a group of Hindu activists entering a home to confront the Christian couple, 
one person can be heard demanding: "Tell us, how many people have you converted? How much 
money have you collected, and where are your bank accounts?" When police arrived on the 
scene, they arrested the two Christians and sentenced them to judicial custody for 14 days. The 
complainants have demanded that they be tried under the new anti-conversion legislation. 
 
Such opposition against Christian activities in Karnataka is not new. One pastor, recounting the 
attacks he and his church encountered before the legislation was implemented, stated: "Now that 
it is passed, this law gives [Hindu nationalists] a reason to beat us and attack us. The Christians 
in our state are scared. We see the trend and the worst is yet to come." For more information on 
the persecution of Christians in India, go to www.vomcanada.com/india.htm. 
 
Prayerfully ask God to grant peace, wisdom and guidance to Pastor Kuriyachan and 
Selenamma who now must deal with these allegations. As the charges against them are 
brought before governing human authorities, may the truth of God's Word and His ultimate 
authority over all prevail. May the Lord also encourage, lead and strengthen other believers 
throughout India as they seek to share their faith in the midst of an antagonistic society. 
 
 

PRAISE REPORT 
 
 
CHINA: Christian Couple Finally Married Despite Opposition 
Source: ChinaAid 
 
A recently published report outlined the opposition experienced by Zhang Qiang and Xiao Yue 
who were initially scheduled to wed on May 21st (see www.vomcanada.com/cn-2022-05-
26.htm). Due to harassment from local Chinese authorities, however, these two members of the 
Early Rain Covenant Church were ultimately forced to postpone their wedding ceremony. 
 



In hopes of continuing with their plans, the couple sought out a new venue and rescheduled their 
wedding to May 24th. Once again, that venue was forced to cancel their reservation because of 
pressure from the police. With assistance from others, the engaged couple found yet another 
location, but this time Pastor Dai Zhichao, who was scheduled to officiate the ceremony, was 
unable to attend in person due to surveillance from national security officers. The same was true 
for Elder Li Yingqiang. So the two church leaders joined the couple online for the event instead. 

The wedding was opened with prayer from Elder Li, and Pastor Dai officiated the ceremony 
remotely. Only a few of the church members were able to attend because others encountered 
obstructions from the police. One member, Deng Yan, even found a wheel lock placed on her car 
to prevent her from attending. According to reports, though just a few of the congregants were 
able to join the celebration, "the entire wedding was filled with God's presence and grace." 

Praise God that Zhang and Xiao were able to wed despite all the obstacles placed in their way. 
Pray that this newly married Christian couple will experience God's blessings on their lives 
and a great understanding of His wonderful love for them throughout the years ahead. May 
the members of the Early Rain Covenant Church continue standing firm in their faith, relying 
on the Lord for needed strength, perseverance and guidance in the midst of persecution. 
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